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Pentecost 7




WELCOME

OPENING HYMN:
Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil (ELW 512)
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, o-pen to the seed of your word.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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When my heart is hard, break the stone a - way.

When my heart is cold,
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warm it with the day.  When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God

and of our neighbors.

Merciful God,
we confess that we have s

inned.

We have hurt our community.
We have squandered your blessings.
We have hoarded your bounty.

In the name of Jesus,

forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Righteous God,
we confess that we have s

inned.

We have failed to be honest.
We have lacked the courage to speak.

We have spoken falsely.
In the name of Jesus,

forgive us and grant us your mercy.



God is a cup of cold water when we thirst.
God offers boundless grace when we fail.
Claim the gift of God’s mercy:

We are freed and forgiven!

Amen.

CONFESSIONAL HYMN:
My God, How Wonderful Thou Art (ELW 863)
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1 My God, how won-der - ful thou art, thy maj-es -ty how bright!
2 How won -der - ful, how beau - ti - ful the sight of thee must be—
3 No earth-1ly fa-ther loves like thee; no moth-er, e’er so  mild,
4 Yet I may love thee too, O Lord, al - might-y as thou art,
5 My God, how won-der - ful thou art, thou ev - er - last-ing friend!
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How beau-ti - ful thy mer - cy seat in depths of burn-ing light!
thine end-less wis - dom, bound-less pow’r,and awe-some pu - ri - ty!

bears and for - bears as thou hast done with me, thy sin - ful child.
for thou hast stooped to ask of me the love of my poor heart.
On thee I stay my trust - ing heart till faith in vi-sion end.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray together.

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your
word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live
according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13
“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
''so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

“For you shall go out in joy,
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
“Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall be to the LorD for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 65:9-13

"You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very
plenteous; the river of God is full of water.
You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.
You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.
""You crown the year with your goodness,
and your paths overflow with plenty.
"May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing,
and the hills be clothed with joy.
“May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys
cloak themselves with grain;
let them shout for joy and sing.

SECOND READING: Romans 9:1-11
'There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus. “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free
from the law of sin and of death. 'For God has done what the law,
weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the
flesh, “so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us,



who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. "For
those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of
the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on
the things of the Spirit. “To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set
the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 'For this reason the mind that
is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—
indeed it cannot, “and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

‘But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of
God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ
does not belong to him. '"But if Christ is in you, though the body is
dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. ''If the
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who
raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also
through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al-1le - Iu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - Iu - 1a.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9,18-23
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea.
“Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and
sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. ‘And he told
them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to
sow. ‘And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds
came and ate them up. "Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they
did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no
depth of soil. “But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since
they had no root, they withered away. 'Other seeds fell among thorns,
and the thorns grew up and choked them. ‘Other seeds fell on good
soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty. "Let anyone with ears listen!”



"““Hear then the parable of the sower. "When anyone hears the
word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes
and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown
on the path. ’As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one
who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; *'yet such a
person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or
persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately
falls away. ~“As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who
hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth
choke the word, and it yields nothing. 'But as for what was sown on
good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another
sixty, and in another thirty.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY:
For the Fruit of All Creation (ELW 679)
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1 For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks be to God.
2 In the just re - ward of la - bor, God’s will is done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir-it, thanks be to God.
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For these gifts to ev - ’ry na - tion, thanks be to  God.
In the help we give our neigh-bor, God’s will is  done.
For the good we all in - her - it, thanks be to God.
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For the plow -ing, sow-ing, reap-ing, si-lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
In our world-wide task of car-ing for the hun - gry and de - spair-ing,
For the won - ders that as-tound us, for the truths that still con-found us,
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fu - ture needs in earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to  God.
in the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is  done.
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to  God.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of creation.

As the reader closes each petition:
Hear us, O God.

The people respond.:
Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the
name of the one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ

our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and
may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OFFERING
Please place offering in one of the Bulletin Stand offering plates at

the end of worship as you leave the church.

OFFERING SONG:
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful (ELW 181)
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Let the vine - yards be fruit - ful, Lord, and fill to the
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brim our cup of bless-ing. Gath - er a har-vest from the
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Gath-er  the hopes and the dreams of  all; u - nite them with the
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prayers we of - fer. Grace  our ta-ble with your pres - ence,
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and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together.

God of field and forest, sea and sky,

you are the giver of all good things.

Sustain us with these gifts of your creation,

and multiply your graciousness in us,

that the world may be fed with your love,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



SENDING SONG: Sent Forth by God’s Blessing (ELW 547)
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1 Sent forth by God’s bless-ing, our true faith con - fess-ing,
2 With praise and thanks-giv - ing to God ev - er - liv-ing,
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the  peo - ple of God from this dwell-ing take Ileave.
the tasks of our ev - 'ry - day life we will face—
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The sup - per s end - ed. Oh, now be ex - tend-ed
our faith ev - er shar - ing, in love ev - er car - ing,
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the  fruits of this ser - vice in all who be - lieve.
em - brac - ing God’s  chil -dren, the  whole hu - man race.
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The seed of Christ’s teach-ing, re - cep - tive souls
With your feast you feed wus, with your light now
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reach-ing, shall blos - som in ac - tion for God and for all.
lead us; u - nite us as one in this life that we share.
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Your grace shall in - cite us, your love shall u -  nite us
Then may all the liv - ing with praise and thanks - giv - ing
04 e
A — H——— —— I ——1 i
E=r== S S Sss s SSs ===
to work for your  king - dom and an - swer your  call
give hon - or to Christ and his name that we bear.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God!



| CONTACT
DENISEGRELLER@YAHO0O.COM

She will hold dry camping spots
[porta potty available)
but needs to know TODAY:
- Are you a'tent or‘a trailer?

« How many people are you?
« How many well-behaved dogs?

5 O CAMPING OR NOT,
" POTLUCK WITH US 7PM FRIDAY!




Serving in Worship

TODAY — Jul 16, 2023 NEXT SUNDAY — Jul 23, 2023
Altar: The Conyers Family Altar: The Conyers Family
Reader: Jennie Lawrence Reader: OPEN
Preacher: Mark Rehwaldt Preacher: Nathan Keith

Fellowship: OPEN Fellowship: OPEN

SUMMER
BREAK

OFFICE CLOSED MONDAYS IN JULY
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