Trinity
Lutheran Church

October 15,2023
Pentecost 20




WELCOME
GATHERING HYMN:

Now We Join in Celebration (ELW 462)

I Now we join
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in cel - e - bra - tion at

our Sav-ior’s in-vi - ta - tion,

dressed no more in

spir-it  som-ber, clothed in-stead in

2 Lord, as round this feast we gath - er, fill our hearts with ho-1ly rap - ture!
3 Lord, we share in this com-mu - nion as one fam-’ly of God’s chil - dren,
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joy and won - der;

For  thisbread and cup of bless-ing are for us the sure pos-sess-ing
rec - on-ciled through you,our broth-er, one  in you with God our Fa - ther.
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for the Lord of all ex-is - tence, put-ting off di - vine tran-scen -dence,
of your lov-ing deed on Cal - v’ry, of yourliv - ing self, our vic - try,
Give us grace to live for oth - ers, serv-ing all, both friends and strang-ers,
2 o - ~
e e e e =
J L1 I I B [ i I I I
- ' — ! \ | ] —
0w .
D" I . — . - . 1]
VAW ho§ T I I I ] T T } I I T 4 T Ml |
o—T— | — | i — —
—7
N “ \~r
stoops a - gain in love to meet us, with his ver-y life to feed us.
pledge of  your un - fail-ing pres-ence, fore-taste here of heav’n-ly glad - ness.
seek -ing  jus-tice, love,and mer - cy till you come in fi - nal glo - ry.
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CALL TO CONFESSION

Let us come before the throne of God,

the mercy seat,

with all of our humanity,

open to the peace of promised forgiveness.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
You invite us to your feast, O God,
and we do not come.
You beg us to give thanks for life,
and we fail in our thanksgiving.
You have made for us a wonderful earth,
and we neglect the gift.
Forgive us for what we have done
and for abandoning the pathway you desire for us.
Be our guide and conscience.
Turn our feet and hands to your will,
that all we do might give glory to you. Amen.

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

The God of peace, who calls all creation to live in unity,
hears our plea.

In the spirit of feasting and thanksgiving,

in the mercy of Almighty God,

we are forgiven!

For the sake of Christ Jesus, our Savior,

who died and rose from the dead

to destroy the shroud of despair,

rejoice!



CONFESSIONAL HYMN: Give Thanks (TFF 292)
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Give thanks with a grate - ful heart, give  thanks to the Ho-ly One,
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give thanks be-cause he’s giv-en Je - sus  Christ, his  Son.
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Give thanks with a grate - ful heart, give thanks to the Ho - ly One,
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give thanks be-cause he’s giv-en Je - sus  Christ, his Son.
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And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say, “I am

rich,” be - cause of what the Lord has done for us. And
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now let the weak say, “I am strong,)” let the poor say, “I am
Last time

rich,” be-cause of what the Lord has done for us. Give thanks!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray together.

Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples
and poured out your life with abundance. Call us again to your
banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure, and
transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:1-9
'O Lorb, you are my God;
I will exalt you, I will praise your name;
for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
“For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin;
the palace of aliens is a city no more,
it will never be rebuilt.
‘Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
‘For you have been a refuge to the poor,
a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
“the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
the song of the ruthless was stilled.

°On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
'And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
*he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord Gop will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the LorD has spoken.
‘It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save
us.
This is the LorD for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 23
'The Lorp is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
“The LorRD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
“You restore my soul, O LoRD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
‘Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall
fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
‘Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

SECOND READING: Philippians 4:1-9
'My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and
crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

‘I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the
Lord. ‘Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these
women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel,
together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names
are in the book of life.

‘Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. "Let your
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 'And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

‘Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever
is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things. "Keep on doing the things
that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the
God of peace will be with you.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - lu - ia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 22:1-14

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: ““The kingdom
of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet
for his son. 'He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to
the wedding banquet, but they would not come. ‘Again he sent other
slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have
prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’
“But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to
his business, ‘while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and
killed them. 'The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed
those murderers, and burned their city. “Then he said to his slaves,
‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. “Go
therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the
wedding banquet.” '"Those slaves went out into the streets and
gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding
hall was filled with guests.

'“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man
there who was not wearing a wedding robe, "“and he said to him,
‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?” And he
was speechless. "Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him
hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” "For many are called, but
few are chosen.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



SERMON HYMN:
O God, Our Help in Ages Past (ELW 632)
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I O God, our help in a - ges past, our hope for years to come,
2 Un-der the shad-ow of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;

3 Be - fore the hills in or-der stood or earth re-ceived its frame,
4 A thou-sand a - ges in your sight are like an eve-ning gone,
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our shel-ter from the storm-y blast, and our e - ter - nal home:

suf - fi-cient is your arm a - lone, and our de-fense is sure.

from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to end-less years the same.

short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris - ing sun.

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 6 O God, our help in ages past,
bears all our years away; our hope for years to come,
they fly forgotten, as a dream still be our guard while troubles last
dies at the op’ning day. and our eternal home.
APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us

pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

As the reader closes each petition:
God of grace,

The people respond:
hear our prayer.

Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray,

trusting in your unending love; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.



PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERING

Please place offering in one of the Bulletin Stand offering plates at the
end of worship as you leave the church.

OFFERTORY: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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Let the vine - yards be fruit - ful, Lord, and fill to the
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seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life.
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and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together.

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love
endures forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit
from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for
the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant

us



COMMUNION
White grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available.
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond
Amen.

COMMUNION HYMN: Thy Holy wings (ELW 613)
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1 Thy  ho - ly wings, O Sav - ior, spread gent-ly o - ver me,
2 Oh, let me nes - tle near thee, with - in thy down-y breast
3 Oh, wash me in the wa - ters of No-ah’s cleans-ing flood.
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and let me rest se - cure-ly  through good and ill in thee.
where [ will find sweet com-fort and peace with - in thy nest.
Give me a will-ing Spir - it, a heart both cleanand good.
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Oh, be my strengthand por-tion, my rock and hid-ing place,
Oh, close thy wings a - round me and keep me safe-ly there,

Oh, take in - to thy keep-ing  thy chil-dren greatand small,

and let my ev-'ry mo - ment be lived with-in thy grace.
for I am but a new - born  and need thy ten-der care.
and while we sweet-ly slum - ber, en - fold us one and all.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
Now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray together.
Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and
nourished us at your table with food and drink, the body and
blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the
world, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



BLESSING
The blessing of God be with you,
the love of Jesus fill you,
and the power of the Holy Spirit sustain you,
now and forevermore.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN:
Sent Forth by God’s Blessing (ELW 627)
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1 Sent forth by God’s bless-ing, our true faith con - fess - ing,
2 With praise and thanks-giv - ing to God ev - er - liv-ing,
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the peo - ple of God from this dwell-ing take leave.
the tasks of our ev - 'ty - day life we will face—
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The sup - per is end - ed. Oh, now be ex - tend-ed
our faith ev - er shar - ing, in love ev - er car - ing,
0 4 —!
= 1 | | | I—] | [ | f |-
s i ] i | —— I — ] | ]
Ho— o ® ——— I | — P | g
the  fruits of this ser - vice in all who be - lieve.
em - brac - ing God’s  chil - dren, the  whole hu - man race.
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The seed of Christ’s teach-ing, re - cep - tive souls
With your feast you feed us, with  your light now
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reach-ing, shall blos - som in ac - tion for God and for all.

lead us; u - nite us as one in this life that we share.
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Your grace shall in - cite us, your love shall u - nite us

Then may all the liv - ing with praise and thanks - giv - ing
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to work for your  king - dom and an - swer your call.
give hon - or to Christ and his  name that we bear.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Serving in Worship

TODAY — October 15 2023 NEXT SUNDAY — October 22 2023
Altar: Loseke Family Altar: Loseke Family
Reader: OPEN Reader: OPEN
Communion Assistant. OPEN Communion Assistant: OPEN

Fellowship: Judy Moline Fellowship: Mary Baldwin



Trinity Happenings:

Sun, Oct 15: 9:00am Worship Service
10:15am Fellowship in Gruver Rm
Wed, Oct 18: 10:00am Women'’s Study in Gruver Rm

11:45am MUGG Campus Lunch
@ Rendezvous Café

6:00pm Wednesday Supper in Gruver Rm

6:30pm Wednesday Worship in Gruver Rm
Sun, Oct 22: 9:00am Worship Service w/ Band

9:00am Sunday School behind Gruver Rm

Behind

SCHOOL
DATES!

10:15am Fellowship in Gruver Rm

Wed, Oct 25: 10:00am Women'’s Study in Gruver Rm
11:45am MUGG Campus Lunch
@ Rendezvous Café

Sun, Oct 29: 9:00am Worship Service w/ J. Lawrence
10:15am Fellowship in Gruver Rm
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Dear members of the Trinity Lutheran Church Congregation,

flow. September was the lowest offering month for Trinity

: Currently the church council is concerned with Trinity's cash
) over the last four years. Our general offerings, those not

esignated for special projects, are not keeping up with our
normal monthly operating expenses. Those expenses include
worship supplies, youth ministry, utilities, insurance,
custodial expenses, salaries, fellowship, etc.

The past three years of our church’s journey has been filled
with challenges and new beginnings: The remodel of the
Gruver room, the COVID-19 Pandemic, the recently
completed renovation of the Rohr Fellowship Hall, and our
increased focus on providing ministry not just inside of the
church walls but into our communities both far and wide. All
of these have provided us with excellent opportunities to share
our gifts and blessings with new friends and old.

The consistent and supportive giving of our members has
allowed the Trinity Council to make 2023 our year of
refocusing, of planning what the future of Trinity holds and
what opportunities may have been overlooked. We are
looking forward to telling our story as People of God and the
people of Trinity. This process includes evaluating our
facilities, our ministries, and of course our finances.

Trinity’s church council wanted to bring this to your
attention as we are navigating options to manage ministry
funding. Ministry at Trinity is something that takes all of us
to support. Our mission is to engage the world with God’s
grace, and with your generosity we continue to support the
mission before us.

Trinity's Executive Committee and Church Council




QUESTIONS ABOUT GIVING? If you ever have any questions about
your financial gifts to Trinity, please contact Trinity’s financial
secretary, Alison Shaver, at alebeda@uwyo.edu. If you need an
up-to-date statement of giving, please contact the church office.

2023 Year-To-Date as of September 30
Income - $152,697.65

Expenses - $158,348.03

As God’s people we are always becoming. As humans we are constantly growing,
changing, adjusting...how and where do scripture and theology enter our journey?




