Trinity
Lutheran Church

December 24, 2024
Christmas Eve




PRELUDES
WELCOME
LITANY

Rejoice! I bring good news for all people.
Unto us a child is born. Alleluia!

Tonight the angels sing on earth.

Glory to God in the highest!

OPENING PRAYER
Jesus, you are God’s holy child, born of Mary:
Alleluia!
Jesus, in you all the fullness of God is pleased to dwell.
Alleluia!

Jesus, you are the Word made flesh, full of grace and truth.

Let us pray together.

Eternal God,

from the tabernacle of heaven to the poverty of a stable,

your radiant light shines forth in a tiny baby wrapped in rags;
such humble Love astounds us.

In Jesus you have become one with us

that we might become one with you.

Open our hearts to joyfully receive his love

that he may be born in us, and we in him,

through Christ our Lord. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: O Come, All Ye Faithful (ELW 283)

1 O come, all ye faithful, 3 Sing, choirs of angels,

joyful and triumphant! sing in exultation,

O come ye, O come ye to sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Bethlehem; Glory to God

come and behold him, in the highest:

born the king of angels: O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Christ the Lord!

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 9:2-6

“The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
*You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
‘For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
‘For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
‘For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.



RESPONSIVE PRAYER
Wonderful Counselor, increase our joy as the church gathers on this holy night
to sing of our dear Savior’s birth. May the story of salvation live in the hearts of
all who sing of its wonders.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Mighty God, you have broken the yoke of sin’s burden through the birth of your
Son. Comfort those whose burdens distract them from the deeper peace of this
holy night and grant them a restful mind.

God of peace, hear our prayer.

Everlasting Father, uphold all who are in sorrow or need of your divine
goodness and mercy. We remember with thanksgiving all who have died and
who now rest in your peaceful light.

God of love, hear our prayer.

Gracious God, bathe us always in the light of your Word made flesh, Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

CAROL: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (ELW 270)
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1 Hark! The her - ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new - born Kking;
2 Christ, by high - est heav’n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
3 Hail the heav’n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righ - teous - ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
late in time be-hold him come, off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with heal - ing in his wings.
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Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in-car-nate de - i - ty!
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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with an - gel - ic hosts pro-claim, “Christis born in Beth-le - hem!”
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el!
born  to raise each child of earth, born to give us sec-ond birth.
Refrain
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ty to the new-born king!”



SECOND LESSON: Luke 2:1-7
'In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. *This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. *All went to their own towns to be
registered. *Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house
and family of David. "He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was
engaged and who was expecting a child. “While they were there, the time came
for her to deliver her child. "And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no
place for them in the inn.

CAROL: Away in a Manger (ELW 277)
1. Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

2. The cattle are lowing; the poor baby wakes,
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

THIRD LESSON: Luke 2:8-20
“In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. “Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. '"But the angel
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great
joy for all the people: ''to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who
1s the Messiah, the Lord. “This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” "And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

““Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

“When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us.” '“So they went with haste and found
Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. "When they saw this, they
made known what had been told them about this child; '“and all who heard it
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. "But Mary treasured all these
words and pondered them in her heart. “"The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.



CAROL: Go Tell It on the Mountain (ELW 290)

Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev’rywhere;
Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!

1. While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night,
Behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. (refrain)

2. The shepherds feared and trembled when lo, above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth. (refrain)

3. Down in a lonely manger the humble Christ was born;
And God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. (refirain)

FOURTH LESSON: Matthew 2:1-11

'In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise
men from the East came to Jerusalem, *asking, "Where is the child who has been
born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to
pay him homage." *When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all
Jerusalem with him; ‘and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him,
"In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

¢ And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

Who is to shepherd my people Israel’”

"Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact
time when the star had appeared. *Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me
word so that I may also go and pay him homage." "When they had heard the
king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at
its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. “"When they saw
that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. "On entering the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid
him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.



CAROL: O Little Town of Bethlehem (ELW 279)

1 O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light.

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

2 For Christ is born of Mary, and, gathered all above
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond'ring love.
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth!
4 O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: Joy to the World (ELW 267)
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let  earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world with truth  and grace and makes the
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songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
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room and heav’'n and na - ture sing, and heav’'nand na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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sing, and heav'n, and heav’'n and na - ture sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, far as, far as the curse 1is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.



OFFERING

OFFERTORY: Trinity Choir
Born to the Word Is a Shepherd (R. Leaf)
The night was cold, the wind was still,
The stars shone down on the meadow,
Oh, little lamb, lonely and cold,
Angels sent your shepherd away,
Angels will stay to tend you.

Born this night in Bethlehem town,
Born to the world is a shepherd,
Born to the world is a shepherd.
Jesus has come as a shepherd to all.

The stars above were never so bright,
Before the birth of the Savior.

Oh, little lamb, don’t be afraid,

Soon shall your shepherd return.
Angels sent your shepherd away,
Angels will stay to tend you.

Born this night in Bethlehem town,
Born to the world is a shepherd,
Born to the world is a shepherd.
Jesus has come as a shepherd to all.
Jesus has come as a shepherd to all!

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray together.

God of every good and perfect gift,

we thank you for your greatest gift,

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

In this season when so many gifts are given and received,
we pray that you will receive the gifts we offer now.

Use them according to your purposes and plans,
bringing your good news of great joy to all people;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.

DISTRIBUTION: Trinity Band

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in God’s grace. Amen.



CAROL: Silent Night (ELW 281 w/ D. Kantor’s Night of Silence)

Cold are the people, winter of life;

we tremble in shadows this cold endless night.
Frozen in the snow lie roses sleeping,

flowers that will echo the sunrise;

fire of hope 1s our only warmth:

weary, its flame will be dying soon.

Silent night, holy night!

All is calm, all is bright

round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace,

sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar,
heav’nly hosts sing, alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!

Silent night, holy night!

Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from your holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at your birth,

Jesus, Lord, at your birth.



BLESSING AND SENDING

Now go into the night,
glorifying and praising God for all you have seen and heard.

And may -+ Christ be your light, this night and forevermore. Amen.




Serving in Worship
TODAY — Dec 24th, 6:30pm NEXT SUNDAY — Dec 29th, 9:00am

Altar: Conyers Family
Reader:
Martin Greller

Altar: Conyers Family
Reader:
Martha Leonard

Communion Assistants: Communion Assistant:
OPEN OPEN
Fellowship: Merry Christmas! Fellowship: Denise Greller

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

107 South 7th = Laramie, WY 82070 -+ www.telclaramie.com
Office: (307) 745-4222 + telcofficemanager@gmail.com

Pastor Nate: (307)

231-5371 + pastornate3421@gmail.com

IF YOU WOULD LIKE OR NEED A VISIT FROM PASTOR NATE PLEASE EMAIL OR CALL!
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