
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GATHERING 
The assembly gathers in silence. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Let us pray together. 
Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, 
and you forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new 
and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may 
receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and 
forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

 



CONFESSION OF SIN 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most holy and merciful God, 
we confess to you and to one another, 
and before the whole company of heaven, 
that we have sinned by our fault, 
by our own fault, 
by our own most grievous fault, 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. 
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven 
others as we have been forgiven. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We 
have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy 
Spirit. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that 
have infected our lives, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other 
people, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the 
faith that is in us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to 
injustice and cruelty, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, 
and our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we 
confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for 
those who come after us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 



IMPOSITION OF ASHES  
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. 
May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us 
that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

People may come forward to receive the ashes. Ministers mark the 
forehead of each person with a cross of ashes, saying: 
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
 

After those who desire ashes have received them, the minister continues. 
Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
 

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 

 

Here is a flood of grace: 
Out of love for the whole world, God draws near to us, 
breaks every snare of sin, washes away our wrongs, 

and restores the promise of life through ☩ Jesus Christ . 
Amen. 
 

PSALM 51 (J. Talbot) 
Please join in the bolded refrains at the cantor’s signal. 

Have mercy, Lord, in Your kindness, 

In Your compassion blot out my offences. 

Have mercy, Lord, in Your kindness, 

In Your compassion blot out my offences. 
 

Truly I know them all my offences,  

my sin is ever before me, O lord. 

Against You alone have I sinned. 
 

Glorify me, then I shall be clean. 

Wash me and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Glorify me, then I shall be clean. 

Wash me and I shall be whiter than snow. 
 

A pure heart create for me, O Lord.  

Put a steadfast spirit deep within me, 

Nor cast me away from Your presence. 
 

O rescue me, God my Helper, 

And my tongue shall declare all of Your goodness. 

O rescue me, God my Helper, 

And my tongue shall declare all of Your goodness. 



For in sacrifice you take no delight; 

Burnt offerings from me You would refuse. 
 

My sacrifice is a contrite spirit,  

my humble heart You will not spurn. 

My sacrifice is a contrite spirit,  

my humble heart You will not spurn. 

My humble heart You will not spurn. 
 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the 
spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was 
full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very many lying 
in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, "Mortal, can 
these bones live?" I answered, "O Lord GOD, you know." 4Then he 
said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, 
hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: 
I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews 
on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with 
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know 
that I am the LORD." 
 

7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, 
bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh 
had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no 
breath in them. 9Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, 
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: 
Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 
that they may live." 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the 
breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast 
multitude. 
 

11Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of 
Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are 
cut off completely.' 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says 
the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up 
from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land 
of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open 
your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14I will 
put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on 
your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken 
and will act, says the LORD." 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



SECOND READING: Isaiah 61:1-3 
1The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
 because the LORD has anointed me; 
 he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
 to bind up the brokenhearted, 
 to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; 
 2to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, 
 and the day of vengeance of our God; 
 to comfort all who mourn; 
 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion —  
 to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
 the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
 the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
 They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
 the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

LENTEN ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew the sixth chapter. 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Beware of practicing your piety before 
others in order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from 
your Father in heaven. 
 

2 “So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as 
the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they 
may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their 
reward. 3 But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know 
what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your alms may be done in 
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 

5 “And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love 
to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that 
they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their 
reward. 6 But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door 
and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you. 



16 “And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for 
they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly 
I tell you, they have received their reward. 17 But when you fast, put oil 
on your head and wash your face, 18 so that your fasting may be seen not 
by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees 
in secret will reward you. 
 

19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
consume and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes 
and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: 
The Glory of These Forty Days (ELW 320)  

 



INTERCESSIONS: (M. Haugman) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
Isaiah declares,   
If you offer your food to the hungry 
 and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,  
then your light shall rise in the darkness  
 and your gloom be like the noonday.  
Let us offer ourselves and our gifts to God.  
 

OFFERING 
Please place offering in one of the Bulletin Stand offering plates at 

the end of worship as you leave the church. 
 



OFFERTORY: Magnificat (M. Haugman) 



OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray together. 
O God,   
receive these gifts we offer  
as a sign of the dedication of our lives.  
We bring nothing of our own,  
for all that we have is yours.  
We give, not for the sake of earthly reward,  
but for the secret reward only you may grant:  
the joy of your righteousness; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
        and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

COMMUNION 
All are welcome to join in the gift of Holy Communion. 
White grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available. 

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

and each person may respond 
Amen. 

 



POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in His grace. 
Amen. 
 

CONCLUDING PRAYER 
Let us pray together. 

Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. 
Renew us in the gift of baptism, that we may provide for those 
who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from self-indulgence, 
and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
When finished, please be seated for a time of quiet contemplation, and 

when ready, depart in silence. 




